
 

Juanita High School Summer Reading 2019 
Incoming 11th grade Cambridge  

 
RATIONALE:  The Juanita High School learning community encourages all students to develop into thoughtful, avid 
readers.  With this aim, the staff is asking all incoming 11th grade Cambridge students to read the book and short stories 
described below.   We hope that you enjoy your summer reading!   
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between 
the Lines, Revised Edition  by Thomas C. Foster 
 
While many books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary meanings interwoven in these 
texts. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those hidden truths by looking at literature with the 
eyes—and the literary codes--of the ultimate professional reader, the college professor. What does it mean when a 
literary hero is traveling along a dusty road? When he hands a drink to his companion? When he’s drenched in a sudden 
rain shower? 
 

Summer Reading Assignment: 
Read the selected chapters from Thomas C. Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor: Revised Edition 

A. Chapter selections:  
• Introduction 
• Chapter 1 – Every Trip Is a Quest 
• Chapter 4 – Now, Where Have I See Her Before? 
• Chapter 5 – When in Doubt, It’s from 

Shakespeare 
• Chapter 6 - …or the Bible 

• Chapter 7 – Handselde and Greteldum 
• Chapter 8 – It’s Greek to Me 
• Chapter 9 – It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow 
• Chapter 12 – Is That a Symbol? 
• Chapter 14 – Yes, She’s a Christ Figure, Too 
• Chapter 24 – Don’t Read with your Eyes 

 
B. While reading the selected chapters above, annotate (take notes on the key ideas) each chapter.  These notes will 

not be collected, so there is no minimum requirement; however, you will be able to use your notes as you work on 
various assignments during the first few weeks of school in September. 

 
C. Once you have read the above chapters, you will then apply your understanding by reading four short stories for 
analysis. You need to annotate and take notes on these stories and be prepared to both discuss and write about each 
story in class. In parenthesis, it is noted which chapters best pertain to the short story.  I have provided you with a copy 
of each story, but you can also find each story online. Note: we will be using our spiral notebooks again next year. You may use 
the “notes” section of your spiral for this assignment, if you chose.   

 
• “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings: A Tale for Children” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez (Ch 14) 
• “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathanial Hawthorne (Ch 6 and Ch 7) 
• “A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty (Ch 1, Ch 8, and Ch 14) 
• “The Scarlett Ibis” by James Hurst (Ch 9 and Ch 12) 

 
  

We value your integrity.  
Plagiarism and cheating – including consulting online 
sources like Spark Notes/Schmoop --  will result in an 

irrevocable score of zero.  



 

 


